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At its simplest level, today’s Gospel is about ensuring people have 
sufficient food to eat, it is about Jesus being concerned about people 
having the necessities of life, it is about the Spirit of God at work 
exercising generosity of heart.  
 
Last Thursday I attended a gathering in the city, Voices from the 
Frontline – it was sponsored by Oxfam and Greenpeace, and focussed 
on the impact of Climate Change on the communities in the Pacific – 
the threat to food, the basic necessities of life and their way of life.  The 
main speaker was The Reverend Tafue Lusama, a pastor in the Church 
of Tuvalu, who is visiting Australia in connection with the Pacific 
Islands Forum in Cairns in early August. Tuvalu comprises 9 small 
atolls of 26 square km with 12,000 residents. 
 
Tafue spoke of increasing coastal erosion, warming of the sea and 
consequent destruction of coral reefs, and increased salination through 
the water table with a negative impact on their ability to growing food. 
He referred to the Fourth Assessment Reporti by the Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change, and the prediction that Tuvalu is likely to be 
uninhabitable in 30 years due to rising sea levels.  
 
Tuvalu is becoming symbolic for all the threatened small island 
environments. The images that he and others presented, made an impact 
on me about how fragile our planet is. I was also struck by a couple of 
his last statements about climate change, “We did not cause it, why 
should we drown” and “If Tuvalu goes down today, you will follow 
tomorrow”.  
 
In some parts of the world the issue of climate change is a matter of 
extreme urgency. In some parts of the world the basic necessities of life 
are in jeopardy – and it’s having greater impact in developing countries, 



particularly small islands due to their lack of resources to adapt. If it is 
business as usual, Tuvalu will need a miracle for the 12,000 to be fed? 
 
In my previous research on what the Church says about the 
environment and climate change, I discovered The Five Marks of 
Missionii developed by the Anglican Consultative Council between 
1984 and 1990. The five Marks are: 

1. To proclaim the good news of the Kingdom; 

2. To teach, baptise and nurture new believers; 

3. To respond to human need by loving service; 

4. To seek to transform unjust structures of society; 

5. To strive to safeguard the integrity of creation; to sustain and 
renew the life of the earth. 

 
I believe most church people have a good grasp of the first three – the 
third one about responding to human need is brought out in today’s 
Gospel. On the fourth Mark, more and more are becoming convinced 
that the mission of Christ, and therefore the Church, includes social 
justice. 
 
The fifth Mark of Mission, about ‘safeguarding creation’ is still a 
developing conviction among many people, but growing. 
 
A church with a healthy existence and a holistic mission should have 
activities related to each of these Five Marks.  ‘Safeguarding creation’ 
therefore, should be part of the norm rather than something that 
extremists are on about. 
 
What is the Australian Church doing?  The 2007 National Synod 
considered a bill to assist in the protection of the environment.  The 
explanatory remarks introducing the bill included the following: 

“The bond between Creator and creation underlies our whole 
relationship with God and it is clear from scripture that this bond is not 
just with humanity but with the whole of creation (eg John 1: 3; 
Romans 8: 20-21). As a consequence it is essential that the Church 



takes the relationship of creature before its Creator seriously and 
seeks to express it rightly and fully in each time and place.  

[This Bill seeks to extend the Church’s recognition of a key 
environmental issue of the 21st

 
century, namely the role of human 

behaviour in increasing global temperatures, and to establish 
mechanisms by which the Church may responsibly respond to this 
threat to the integrity of creation on this planet.] 

The purpose of the Bill is to commit the Church to changing its 
behaviour so that it does not contribute to a human-induced increase 
in global average surface temperature of more than 2°C above pre-
industrial levels.  

[While such a rise in temperature would be better avoided, it is 
realistically the smallest increase that can be managed given the 
present situation of increasing release of greenhouse gases and 
beyond which major irreversible changes are projected to take place. 
The Church of England has recently committed itself to a parallel 
program aimed at ‘shrinking’ its ‘footprint’.] 

[The Bill further attempts to establish a process for realising this 
commitment in the varying contexts of each diocese through the 
establishment of diocesan Environment Commissions to advise on 
standards and mechanisms.] 

Diocesan Environment Commissions are encouraged to share 
insights and experience in various ways, including through the 
Australian Anglican Environmental Network.  

Examples of the kinds of commitments that may be adopted are:  

(a)  all new and major refits of residential buildings to have an initial 
minimum 6 star rating followed by at least one additional star 
above the relevant Building Codes of Australia requirements;  

(b)  all new and major refits of office buildings to achieve at least a 5 
Green Star rating on the Green Building Council of Australia's 
rating scale;  

(c)  the Church’s facilities and operations in Australia to be adapted 
so as to improve their energy efficiency by at least 20% by 2010 
and 50% by  2020; and  

(d)  by 2010, all energy to be renewable or offset with new clean 
energy capacity using companies with the equivalent 
standards of the Gold Standard Foundation. 



 
The Protection of the Environment Canon 2007 was subsequently 
adopted.  It requires each diocese “to reduce its environmental footprint 
by increasing the water and energy efficiency of its current facilities and 
operations and by ensuring that environmental sustainability is an 
essential consideration in the development of any new facilities and 
operations”. 
  
Also in 2007 Sydney Synod made a resolution regarding Climate 
Change, proposed by the Social Issues Executive. It commenced with 
the text: 

Synod accepts the emerging scientific consensus that climate change 
is occurring and supports the need for Christian responses to the 
potential problems and opportunities that arise from climate change 
including – [then listed six things that can be done ranging from 
praying to influencing Government.] 

(a)  Praying for our world and using every opportunity to speak of the 
Lordship of Jesus Christ, 

(b)  Christian ministry to those most vulnerable to the effects of 
climate change such as farmers, rural communities, the 
homeless and refugees, 

(c)  The setting of a godly example of good stewardship in our 
personal and communal lives, 

(d)  Education of our children about a biblical understanding of 
creation and our role as its stewards and carers, 

(e)  The development and implementation of an environmental policy 
within each Parish and Diocesan organisation which expresses 
principles of good environmental stewardship and care, and 

(f)  Encouraging governments at all levels to take climate change 
seriously and to make wise policy decisions to deal with its 
effects.” 

 
That resolution, and the one I was able to move last Synod about 
providing parishes with a toolkit, has given clear endorsement for 
parishes and church members to take action; to embrace the Fifth Mark 
of Mission. 
 



For me, much of this understanding behind caring for God’s creation 
and environmental action has developed since we commenced 
EcoChurch at St Mark’s South Hurstville – I just felt compelled to do 
something without having to know every scientific fact and theological 
perspective. So after an invitation in the weekly bulletin, three other 
parishioners responded – we met and commenced planning. EcoChurch 
was launched at the Palm Sunday Eucharist 2007, the day after the first 
Earth Hour. 
 
We assumed that the science of climate change, as put out by the 
Intergovernmental Panel was generally correct, and that different 
weather patterns are emerging, leading to severe drought in Australia 
and water shortages in Sydney 2007, and coastal erosion – all due to 
humankind’s production of excessive greenhouse gas emissions. 
 
The team agreed that we needed a focus for this project – and decided 
on a 10,000 litre water tank as a first project.  The tank harvests water 
from the Church Hall, for toilet flushing in the adjacent St Mark’s Pre-
School. The $8,000 cost was funded by donations above normal giving, 
a Government rebate, and a contribution from the Parish Council. One 
of our team undertook the research, and coordinated the purchase and 
installation. 
 
The second visible initiative around the church buildings is a recycling 
centre.  For many years, like other churches, St Mark’s has had a 
clothing bin, which supports Anglicare.  The EcoChurch team affirmed 
this principle of re-using and recycling, and established a centre in the 
Church Narthex utilising labelled cardboard boxes.  The centre collects 
items that are generally not accepted by the local Council in the weekly 
kerbside pick-up, for example: 

 printer cartridges for recycling.  

 mobile phones for recycling. 

 candle stubs from church and home for reuse by a former 
parishioner, Ann Clipsham who manages The Church Candle House 
– a home based business making candles for churches. 

 spectacles for reuse in developing countries. 



 postage stamps for resale by the Anglican Board of Missions. 

 magazines for reuse by prisoners – distributed by a Catholic sister of 
the church. 

 
Other initiatives included changing the church lighting from 
incandescent to compact fluorescent lamps, and the Sunday morning tea 
cups from foam to recyclable paper, and the observance of the liturgical 
Season of Creation each September.  
We have also been working with the local Council and other 
organisations like Oxfam in promoting their raising awareness 
programs. 
 
So EcoChurch is about reducing our carbon footprint by: 

 getting our church buildings and corporate life in order 

 assisting parish households to do the same, and  

 working with the wider community and other churches. 
 
In the end, I believe Governments hold the answer to large scale action 
on climate change, but I believe it important that there be a groundswell 
of citizens who are committed to addressing the issue, to give 
Governments the reassurance to take a lead and act. Australia is well 
placed to influence the world scene. 
 
As part of this groundswell, there is a special role for faith communities 
in this task. The three Abrahamic faiths have a common view of the 
world as we know it – it’s God’s creation and we should go about 
taking care of it for the future. 
 
One new organisation that is responding from faith perspectives, is the 
Australian Religious Response to Climate Change. As an Anglican, I 
am a member of the Management Committee along with people of 
Catholic, Uniting, Muslim, Jewish and Buddhist traditions. 
 
ARRCC is a multi-faith network that supports people of faith and faith 
communities to take practical action on climate change. We provide 



educational materials, information and programs for taking practical 
action, and campaigning materials.  
 
Some examples of ARRCC’s initiatives include: 

- a GreenPower fundraiser for places of worship, where a faith 
community can earn a $35 reward for each member who 
switches to GreenPower. 

- We provide letter writing guides for people to write to their local 
MPs. 

- We coordinated an open letter to the Prime Minister on the 
Government’s poor greenhouse gas emission reduction targets 
that was signed by over 60 religious leaders. 

- On 28th of March for Earth Hour, we held a celebratory vigil at 
Observatory Hill, with music and poetry from different faith 
traditions, and with silence, prayer and reflection.  

 
It has been wonderful to work with the other faiths on this significant 
common issue. The imam who is on our management committee talks 
about how helpful the work that some churches have already done – 
they don’t need to reinvent the wheel. In addition, the work that is being 
done by the group that he leads – the al-Ghazzali Centre at Lakemba – 
is an inspiration for others. The Centre runs a Cooks River regeneration 
project, a food growing project in people’s backyards, and also holds 
educational courses. 
 

EcoChurch and ARRCC are new infinitives among faith communities – 
there is a long way to go. There are many things that parishes can start 
to do: it might be a ride to worship initiative, no-dig organic gardens; 
solar water heating and/or solar water heating for the rectory, right up to 
the more expensive things like photovoltaic panels to generate 
electricity, or buying the rector, or better still the Assistant, a hybrid car. 

 

There are also many straightforward actions that can be taken in 
households – every electricity, gas and water bill usually includes a 
brochure on efficiencies and the savings to be had. 



 
It is imperative that we take a holistic approach to Christ’s mission, 
including our role in being good stewards of God’s creation. As Bishop 
Browning wrote in 2006 in an article, ‘Climate Change: A Core Matter 
of Faith’: “God’s grace has been poured generously into our hearts. It is 
reflected in the bounty of the natural order. Let us cherish these gifts, 
and do our part to leave the world in better harmony and justice than we 
found it.”iii 
 

_______________________________- 
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i Quote from the Report: Eleven of the last twelve years (1995-2006) rank among the twelve 
warmest years in the instrumental record of global surface temperature (since 1850). The 100-
year linear trend (1906-2005) of 0.74 [0.56 to 0.92]°C1 is larger than the corresponding trend of 
0.6 [0.4 to 0.8]°C (1901-2000) given in the Third Assessment Report (TAR) (Figure SPM.1). 
The temperature increase is widespread over the globe and is greater at higher northern 
latitudes. Land regions have warmed faster than the oceans (Figures SPM.2, SPM.4). {1.1, 1.2} 
Rising sea level is consistent with warming (Figure SPM.1). Global average sea level has risen 
since 1961 at an average rate of 1.8 [1.3 to 2.3] mm/yr and since 1993 at 3.1 [2.4 to 3.8] mm/yr, 
with contributions from thermal expansion, melting glaciers and ice caps, and the polar ice 
sheets. Whether the faster rate for 1993 to 2003 reflects decadal variation or an increase in the 
longer-term trend is unclear. {1.1} 
ii It is understand that the Five Marks of Mission have been adopted by many denominations 
and ecumenical bodies. 
iii Common Belief: Australia’s Faith Communities on Climate Change. ‘Speaking for 
Anglicans … Climate Change: A Core Matter of Faith’ The Right Reverend George 
Browning, former Bishop of Canberra Goulburn, Chair of the Anglican Environmental 
Network, The Climate Institute December 2006 


